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The accounts of the Camerlengo.
Finance and the economy in

San Marino in the eighteenth

and nineteenth centuries

by Luca Andreoni

This study deals with finance. Starting from the
accounts of the Camerlengo and, wherever possible,
of the other bodies that managed public funds, an
attempt is made to reconstruct the features of the
accounts administration: the organizational structure,
the choices made as regards taxation, the guiding lines
for expenditure. Although the sources which remain
are fragmentary and not systematic, the picture which
emerges with sufficient clarity, between the 1720s and
the 1830s, is that of a system which was slowly evolv-
ing, closely connected to the more general dynamics
of the economy in the area.

Overcoming with difficulty the moments of crisis
that followed on from one another in that period, the
Republic’s finances experienced a significant increase
in the overall flow of money during the first decades
of the nineteenth century. At that time the receipts
from salt and tobacco, and the investments, still rather
tentative, in public works and manufacturing enter-
prises turned out to be, respectively, among the most
important items of the income and expenditure.

[translation by Patricia Clark, Language Centre, Faculty of
Economics, Universita Politecnica delle Marche]
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Questo studio tratta di finanza. A partire dai bilanci
del Camerlengato e, laddove possibile, degli altri organi
che gestivano il denaro pubblico, si tenta di ricostruire
i caratteri dell’amministrazione contabile: la struttura
organizzativa, le scelte in materia fiscale, le direttrici
di spesa. Sebbene le fonti rimaste siano frammentarie
e non sistematiche, il quadro che emerge con sufficiente
chiarezza, fra gli anni Venti del Settecento e gli anni
Trenta dell’Ottocento, ¢ quello di un sistema in lenta
evoluzione, strettamente connesso alle dinamiche
economiche piu generali del territorio.

Superando con difficolta i momenti di crisi che si
susseguirono in questo periodo, le finanze della
Repubblica conobbero un significativo aumento del
flusso complessivo di denaro nei primi decenni
dell’Ottocento, quando gli introiti del sale e del tabacco
e gli investimenti, ancora timidi, in opere pubbliche e
iniziative manifatturiere, si rivelarono tra i capitoli pit
significativi, rispettivamente, dell’entrata e dell’uscita.
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