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Trade, money lending and
manufacturingin San Marino
during the fifteenth Century

by Emanuela Di Stefano

In the late Middle Ages the fundamental choices
were made in San Marino which were to condition
and shape the socio-economic order and the territorial
organisation. During the fifteenth century in particu-
lar castrum and mercatale developed rapidly in the
three pivotal sectors of the economy: trade, money
lending and manufacturing.

However, the interests and sphere of activity of
the local businessmen did not stop at the borders.
Those merchant-entrepreneurs who were the protago-
nists in the “commercial revolution”, which took
place within a closely woven network of contacts and
exchanges, redesigned the economic and urban face
of medieval San Marino. They opened fondachi and
apoteche (warehouses and shops) and they directed
their activities beyond the confines of the borders,
taking advantage of the opportunities offered by the
location of San Marino within an economically active
area

It is difficult to deny that there was a relationship
between geographical determinism and the develop-
ment of the economy of San Marino. However its
function as a place of transit and exchange, and its
determinant relationships with Rimini, Pesaro and
Urbino were only the premise of a cohesive and uni-
tary internal growth, based on traditional activities
(farming and breeding animals) and new ones (trade,
money lending and manufacturing).

This volume presents outlines which summarise
and define the local economic system. Based on
research carried out in the archives, it reconstructs in
a detailed way the single aspects of the organisation
of production and trade, and the transformations
which were taking place within the economy and
society in San Marino in the last century of the
Middle Ages.

[trandation by Patricia Clark, Language Institute, Faculty of Economics,
University of Ancona]
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Nel tardo Medioevo si compiono a San
Marino le scelte fondamentali che nei secoli suc-
cessivi condizionano e modellano assetto socio-
economico e organizzazione territoriale. Nel
corso del Quattrocento, in particolare, castrum e
marcatale conoscono un rapido sviluppo nei tre
settori cardine dell’ economia: commercio, credi-
to e manifatture.

Interessi e azione degli operatori locali non si
arrestano tuttavia ai confini del territorio: prota-
gonisti anch’essi di quella “rivoluzione commer-
ciale” maturataall’interno di unafittarete di rela-
zioni e scambi, alcuni mercanti-imprenditori ridi-
segnano il volto economico e urbanistico della
San Marino medioevale, aprono fondaci e apote-
che e si proiettano verso I’ esterno, cogliendo le
opportunita offerte dal suo inserimento in un’ area
economicamente attiva.

E difficile negare una relazione tra determini-
smo geografico e sviluppo dell’economia sam-
marinese. Malafunzione di luogo di transito e di
scambio e il determinante rapporto con Rimini,
Pesaro, Urbino costituiscono solamente la pre-
messa di una crescita interna coesa e unitaria
basata su attivita tradizionali (agricoltura e alle-
vamento) e nuove attivita (commercio, prestito e
manifatture).

Il volume offre profili di sintesi che fanno il
punto sul sistema economico locale; basato su
ricerche d’ archivio, ricostruisce in maniera circo-
stanziata singoli aspetti dell’ organizzazione pro-
duttivo-commerciale e le trasformazioni in atto
nell’ economia e nella societd sammarinese nel-
I” ultimo secolo del Medioevo.
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