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Resour ces and the administration
of the environment in San Marino
between the fifteenth and
nineteenth centuries

by Olimpia Gabbi

This research sets out to reveal the complex net-
work of ways in which, between the late Middle Ages
and the early part of the nineteenth century, in an area
of particular interest like that of San Marino, marked
by strong peculiarities both geo-environmental and
political, the natural resources and the human charac-
ters interacted and, through their interactions, created
the environment.

In the first part of the study, the author analyses
the “elementary” resources — wood, water and soil.
She does this from a quantitative point of view (the
availability in relation to the highest demographic
levels, the distribution in the territory and among the
varous social classes), and on the qualitative one (the
level of conservation and of degradation). She tries to
show the changes hat took place in these resources
over along period of time, in relation to the methods
of exploitation, the techniques of use as well as the
outcomes, more or less direct and conscious, on the
balance between demand and production of the popu-
lation.

The “human characters’, i.e. the members of the
population involved, with their specific behaviour,
their cultural horizons and their needs are the focus of
the second part of the study. This section draws atten-
tion to the strong conmpetition for the control of the
resources that set landowners at those who possessed
nothing against each other. Moreover, by analysing
some aspects of the political strategy of the ruling
classes (the use of collective property, forestry, the
rules of hydrogeological maintenance) the author
shows how there seemed to be a distinctly and persis-
tent private, non government conception of the man-
agement of the environment, this providing a basis for
the interpretation of the way in which the autonomy
was understood and lived on the Titano, and of the
outcomes on the environment that it produced there.

[trandlation by Patricia Clark, Language Ingtitute, Faculty of Economics,
University of Ancona]
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Laricercas propone di far emergere la comples-
sa rete di modalita attraverso la quale fra tardo
Medioevo e fine dell’ eta moderna, in un’area di parti-
colare interesse quale € quella sammarinese, segnata
da forte specificita sia geo-ambientale che politica, le
risorse naturali e gli attori sociali interagiscono e,
interagendo, costruiscono I’ ambiente.

Nella prima parte del lavoro I autrice analizza
sotto il profilo quantitativo (disponibilita in relazione
ai tetti demografici, distribuzione sul territorio e fra i
vari ceti) e qualitativo (livello di conservazione e di
degrado) le risorse “elementari” - legno, acqua, suolo
- cercando di mostrarne i mutamenti nel lungo perio-
do in relazione alle modalita di sfruttamento, alle tec-
nologie d’'uso nonché agli esiti, pit 0 meno diretti e
consapevoli, sugli equilibri di domanda e produzione
dei gruppi umani.

Gli attori sociali, con la specificita dei loro com-
portamenti, dei loro orizzonti culturali, dei loro biso-
gni sono al centro della seconda parte dello studio.
Essa mette in luce la forte competizione che, per il
controllo delle risorse, oppone proprietari di terra a
nullatenenti, e, analizzando alcuni aspetti della strate-
giapoliticadel ceto dirigente (uso delle proprieta col-
lettive, silvicoltura, regole di manutenzione idrogeo-
logica), mostra come la gestione dell’ ambiente passi
attraverso una concezione nettamente e persistente-
mente privatistica di esso, in cio fornendo un elemen-
to di letturadel modo in cui sul Titano é stataintesa e
vissuta |’ autonomia e degli esiti ambientali cheli essa
ha conseguito.
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